New in Kentucky (2025-2026)

New Hotels & Hospitality Developments

The Trail Hotel, Bardstown

- A new 95-room boutique hotel aimed at bourbon travelers.

- Features: five bars (including a speakeasy “Bourbon Vault”),
bourbon-themed suites, a “Bourbon Butler” service to coordinate
distillery visits, and its own daily trolley for the Kentucky
Bourbon Trail.

Fairfield Inn & TownePlace Suites, Corbin

- Opened November 1, 2025.

- Combined Marriott property (113 rooms) built next to the
expanded Corbin Center (conference facility).

Margaritaville Resort at Newport on the Levee

- Under development; expected completion in fall 2026.

- 264 rooms; amenities include a rooftop pool, “Five O’'Clock
Somewhere” bar, JWB Grill, retail, and 10,000+ sq ft of meeting/
event space.

Paducah Aloft by Marriott

- Groundbreaking announced in November 2025.

- Located downtown, near the city’s convention & expo center —
expands hospitality options for cultural and business tourism in
western Kentucky.

Red River Gorge - Dappled Light Adventures Expansion (“The
Rookery”)

- A 1,500 sq ft cliffside building, opened September 2025,
designed for group retreats.

- While their glampsites remain, this structure enhances capacity
for organized groups (corporate, youth, wellness) in a very scenic,
outdoor-adventure context.

Canopy Crew Red River Gorge

-The Canopy Crew designs and maintains a fleet of unique,
architecturally distinct treehouses in Red River Gorge.

- Their designs are very intentional about sustainability: they mill
wood from tree-service work and build in a way that minimizes
impact on the forest.

Historic Mallard Hall (Fisherville, KY)

-Reopened (or newly positioned) as luxury lodging after
significant renovation.

-The estate features 7 bedrooms, 8 bathrooms, a pool, helipad,
and heated flooring, ideal for high-end, boutique stays or private
group retreats.

Additional Hotels & Accommodations News

- The Manchester (Lexington) - A bourbon centric boutique hotel
anchoring the Distillery District.

- Hotel Covington - Expansion - Added luxury suites and
upgraded event spaces.

- The Seelbach Hotel (Louisville) - Ongoing modernization while
retaining its historic heritage.

-Tempo by Hilton - Louisville Downtown NulLu -130 rooms,
modern lifestyle-hotel design.
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Attractions Update

New Attractions & Experiences

-Evan Williams “Distiller for a Day” Experience - Hands on bourbon
making.

- Maker’s Mark Sustainability Tour - A deeper dive into
environmental stewardship.

- Bourbon Boat in Frankfort - Elevated river experience through the
capital city.

- Expanded Rail Explorers (Bluegrass Route) - Pedal powered rail
adventures.

- Gorge Underground Additions - New clear kayak experiences and
upgraded lighting.

Major Events & Festivals

Kentucky’s calendar is packed with world-class events that appeal
to international visitors. Keep these top-of-mind when planning
itineraries:

Signature Events
- Kentucky Derby & Derby Festival
(Louisville - late April/early May)
Two weeks of parades, fireworks, races, concerts, and culture
leading up to the “Most Exciting Two Minutes in Sports.”
- Bourbon Festival
(Bardstown - September)
Celebrating Kentucky’s signature spirit with tastings, distillery
events, and meet-the-maker sessions.
- Keeneland Racing Meets
(Lexington - April & October)
Iconic horse racing in Kentucky'’s prettiest paddock.
- Breeders’ Cup
Held in Kentucky regularly (Lexington),
Attracting global racing enthusiasts next in 2026.

Music & Culture
- ROMP Bluegrass Festival
(Owensboro - June)
Produced by the Bluegrass Hall of Fame & Museum; one of
the top bluegrass festivals globally.
- Lexington Roots & Heritage Festival
(September)
- Master Musicians Festival
(Somerset - July)

Food, Arts & Community
- International Bar-B-Q Festival
(Owensboro - May)
- St. James Court Art Show
(Louisville - October)
One of the nation’s top juried art fairs.
- World Chicken Festival
(London - September)
- Moonbow at Cumberland Falls
(year-round; visible around full moons)
The Western Hemisphere's only predictable moonbow.



Kentucky Regions

Coming Soon (2026-2027)

New Lodging & Attractions

The Canopy Crew Treehouses (Red River Gorge)

- Highly anticipated new luxury treehouses and nature
immersive stays.

Land Between the Lakes Upgrades

- New visitor center features and expanded recreation
facilities.

Keeneland & Horse Country Enhancements

- Visitor experience upgrades for 2026-27.

Expanded Louisville Waterfront Projects

- More recreational spaces and event venues.

Major Anticipated Tourism Growth Areas

- Outdoor adventure (RRG, Slade, Appalachian foothills)

- Motorsports and motorcycle touring routes

- Bourbon tourism 2.0 - deeper educational and experiences

General Travel Tips for International Visitors

Transportation: Rental cars are widely available; RV parks
plentiful statewide; motorcycles ideal for hills and byways.
Connectivity: Strong coverage in cities; limited in remote
areas like Red River Gorge.

Payments: Credit cards accepted everywhere; some rural
experiences may prefer cash.

Tipping: Standard 15-20% at restaurants.

Bourbon Tastings: Many require reservations; new
premium experiences book out fast.

Kentucky Department of Tourism
KentuckyTourism.com
1-800-225-TRIP

Flight Updates

- Expanded connectivity into Louisville (SDF) and
Cincinnati/Northern Kentucky (CVG) with additional
frequencies from international hubs.

- CVG growth continues with expanded flights into
European and Canadian markets.

Weather & Seasonal Travel Tips

Weather & Seasonal Travel Guidance

Kentucky’s four seasons offer different experiences,
and packing varies depending on region (mountains vs.
bluegrass vs. Western Kentucky).

Spring (March-May)
- Typical weather: Mild, 55-75°F (13-24°C).
Occasional rain.

Summer (June-August)
- Typical weather: Warm to hot, 75-95°F (24-35°C)
Mild humidity.

Autumn (September-November)
- Typical weather: 55-80°F (13-27°C),
Crisp evenings.

Winter (December-February)
- Typical weather: 25-45°F (-4-7°C).
Occasional snow but generally mild.

Chenelle McGee
chenelle.mcgee@ky.gov
(502) 892-3232
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